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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 

Dear families,  

Last week, we were thrilled to have Theo and Soula from Queenscliff Gallery and Workshop officially open 
‘SPLAT’, our first Queenscliff Primary School Visual Art Show. What a fantastic evening having canapés pre-
pared by Ocean Bar Café, sparkling water, excellent year 4-6 hosts all whilst viewing over 160 truly unique 
expressions of art produced by all of our students. We would like to extend a huge thank you to Mrs Parton 
for leading this project and sharing her skills and talents with our students. In further Visual Arts news, in 
2019 we welcome Mrs Kelly Caldwell to our teaching team. Kelly will be sharing the Visual Art role with Mrs 
Parton, teaching our preps and one of our year 1/2 classes. 

One of our year 1/2 classes you may ask? Yes, we will be running not 1 but 2 year 1/2 classes in 2019. Signifi-
cant enrolment growth at these year levels over the past 12 months meant that our current class was getting 
a little big for us here at QPS. By creating a second class, we enable ourselves plenty of capacity to accept any 
further enrolments across these levels in 2019, we stick to our shared values of small class sizes, generous 
staff/student ratios and a calm and productive school climate. Our year 1/2 classes will continue to operate as 
our 2 year prep classes will be, undertaking team teaching, multi-year level literacy/numeracy sessions as well 
as individual class sessions. We will be finalising this 6th teaching position next Friday. Mrs Fitzgerald will be 
leading our year P-2 sub-school as well as being our year P-6 literacy leader. Miss Petrie will be leading our 
year 3-6 sub-school and Mr Brown will be our year P-6 numeracy leader. In other staffing news, we welcome 
Ebony Tannouri to our school in an education support role. Ebony joins us as a qualified occupational thera-
pist, photographer and Master of Education student and will undoubtedly add value to our work-force. Mrs 
Walker will be leaving the MARC van position at the end of the year to teach VCE English and Drama. The 
MARC van position for 2019 has been finalised with Mrs Sheridan Lang as the successful applicant. Most of 
you will know Sheridan as our current dance teacher and we look forward to having this program continue 
into 2019. Mrs Fletcher will be taking on a full-time teaching role at a school a little closer to her home but we 
will continue engaging her as a literacy consultant, assisting Mrs Fitzgerald twice each term. In office news, we 
are thrilled to announce that Helene will be increasing her time fraction at QPS to full time next year whilst 
Sylvia continue as Business Manager for 1 day each week. 

This week we had awesome time at Lady Northcote Camp with our year 4-6 students. I was so proud of our 
students’ behaviour, resilience and positivity – QPS kids are stand outs! Thanks to Mr Brown for organising 
and supervising as well as Miss Reed for joining us on camp again. We cant wait for our 2019 camp program. 

Today year 4-6 students participated in snorkelling with the Marine and Fresh Water Discovery Centre and 
they had a great time! We are very thankful that this program is generously provided free of charge to all 
schools within the Borough of Queenscliffe. How lucky are we to be a part of this wonderful 3225 community.  

Next Tuesday we have our whole school transition program. All students will spend time in their new classes, 
new classrooms with their new teacher. (Mr Hale and I will be with the 2nd 1/2 class, but rest assured, we will 
get the successful applicant in as often as possible during the last week of school). Next Wednesday all classes 
will be going to Lonsdale Tomatoes for yet another local excursion. We would sincerely like to thank Lonsdale 
Tomatoes for providing this excursion free of charge as well as give a massive thank you to Murph from Sea 
All Dolphin Swims for allowing us to use their bus also free of charge. Awesome folk! 

There will be a short newsletter next week also. Enjoy your weekend. 

Richard 
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Grade Prep/1 classroom report 
 

Hi to all our families, 
Congratulations to all students for surviving the last couple of weeks.  It has been an amazing time at Queenscliff Primary School with lots of 
things happening. We have had our Election Day and rock band with the awesome Thriller Flash Mob. We have also had our train ride to Drys-
dale on the Queenscliff steam train which was an extremely fun day out.  
Next we had our art show that was a huge success. A special ‘Thank You’ to Mrs Parton for displaying the amazing work of our talented students.  
In Science we completed a huge STEM day by working in teams with the grade 2 / 3 class to create a marble run. We had to design our run and 
then time it to try and make it keep going for one whole minute.  None of us made it to 1 minute, but we all had a great time trying to achieve the 
challenge. 
Over the next few weeks, could parents please make sure that students have hats in their bags, sunscreen if needed and plenty of cold drinks to 
keep them hydrated. 
We only have a couple of Christmas themed weeks of learning left at school to enjoy before the school holidays. 
 

Enjoy your weekend. 

Mrs Fitzgerald 

Hello from grade 2/3 
 
We have had an excellent couple of weeks.  
 

In reading, we have been working on our comprehension skills. Students read information texts to investigate different sea creatures and answered numerous questions.  
We have also been working on our sight reading. Students had to use their sight words to colour in the ‘Mystery’ Christmas picture (Santa).  
 
In writing, students wrote their own information text and created a poster to teach other students about different animals. Some students even created a PowerPoint 
presentation and presented information about their animal to the class. 
 

In mathematics we have just completed our unit on ‘Location and Transformation’. Students experimented with maps and used grids to draw self-portraits. 
It has been a very busy couple of weeks and we are looking forward to our Christmas rotations next week! 
 
From 2/3P. 
 
 

Grade 4-6 

The year is beginning to come to an end, we are finishing our current projects and final tests. 
 
In writing, we are continuing our inquiry-based information reports. Many people have chosen to write about a business, product or entrepreneur; 
such as Apple, the iPhone or Steve Jobs. I have finished drafting my report about LEGO and am ready to start typing. 
 
For Inquiry, we have formed small groups and are creating our own business proposals. My group, Tommy, Romany and I, are creating a comic book 
business. Tommy and Romany are illustrating and I will be writing. Some other businesses include a pet store, cakes & confectionery and fashion for 
pets.  
 
Our current maths topic is location & transformation. We are reflecting, translating and rotating shapes across a Cartesian Plane. This involves 
involves being able to rotate shapes from a central location, as well as around specific vertices. 
 
On top of all of this, we have recently started Bike Ed. We have been learning bike safety rules; when to use hand signals and various other safe-
ty precautions. So far, everybody seems to be enjoying Bike Ed. and we will continue to practice until the end of the year.   
 
On the 3-5th December, the 4-6’s went to camp Lady Northcote and we did a lot of fun activities. My favourite part was the second day when we 
did the giant swing. We pulled each other into the air with a rope and said ‘Stop’ when we didn’t want to go any higher; the highest the swing 
could go was 18 metres in the air. I went to the top and so did a lot of other people. Some other activities we did were archery, flying fox, canoeing 
and low ropes. 
 
I hope you have a great weekend, 
Keira & Bella. 

 
 





 

 







Thank you to all of the staff, students and parents for a wonderful year of M.A.R.C.in 2019. We have shared an 

exciting year of learning together; writing our own picture story-books, poems, comparing and contrasting, de-

bating, analysing authors, studying indigenous history, retelling dreamtime stories, theorising about themes and 

developing our very own class newspapers - just to name a few!  

However the most exciting part of being the M.A.R.C. van teacher has been seeing the enjoyment on the stu-

dent’s faces when they found their ‘just right’ book in the van especially after the category based non-fiction 

book boxes were introduced towards the later part of this year. The reorganisation of the books has meant that 

the students remain in M.A.R.C. lessons for longer and are able to maximise the benefit gained from their literacy 

based lesson. 

2019 will hold an exciting new teaching challenge for me as I commence a new teaching role pursuing my passion 

in Performing Arts and English in a secondary school located in Geelong. I will miss working with your children 

and seeing their happy smiles each morning as the van arrives at their school but I know they will continue to 

embrace the M.A.R.C. program with their wonderful new teacher next year. 

 

Statistics from the M.A.R.C van: 

Most popular authors: Anh Do, Liz Pichon, Dav Pilkey, Ian Graham, Geronimo Stilton, Aaron Blabey, Roald 

Dahl, R.L. Stine 

Most borrowed books so far this year:  31 books 

Schools visited: The serviced schools this year included Meredith, Lethbridge, St Leonards, Anakie, Ceres, 

Queenscliff, Inverleigh and Shelford.  

Amount of registered borrowers:  We have just over 900 borrowers currently including teachers and students 

from all eight schools. 

Please ensure your children’s M.A.R.C. books are all returned as soon as possible to avoid a $10 fine per book and 

to enable a smooth stocktake to take place. 

Happy reading and best wishes, 

 

Miss Walker 

M.A.R.C. teacher 

 

 


