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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Dear families, 
 

I would like to start by thanking and praising all members of our school community for your unwavering support, commit-
ment and hard work across so many facets of our school life. This term marks my own 2 year anniversary at Queenscliff 
Primary School, and I must say it has been quite a phenomenal journey. I constantly receive outstanding feedback by so 
many visitors, colleagues, school tours and prospective parents about the culture that has been developed at our school 
throughout this time and would like to thank everyone who has been a part of rebuilding our school within our communi-
ty. It can only be described as a very collective effort! I am constantly reminded that our staff are AMAZING, our students 
are AMAZING and our parents and extended families are just as AMAZING! In 2016, I arrived at QPS with an enrolment of 
just 10 students. Melissa was teaching 3-4 days each week, Sylvia and Sensai Mutton were in one day each week also. I 
think it is fair to say that these were tough times in our school’s history and it was crucial that our identity be re-
established and our core business of teaching and learning be at the forefront of everything we did. Fast forward two-
years: 55 current student enrolments (plus 23 prep enrolments so far for 2019); Specialist programs including Japanese, 
Science, Physical Education, Visual Art, Performing Art, Kitchen/Garden, Yoga/Dance; Workforce consisting of 1 full time 
principal, 3 full time generalist teachers and 1 full time MARC teacher, 2 part time specialist teachers, a full time literacy 
coach/leader, 2 part-time education support staff and 2 part time administration staff; Massive gains in student learning 
outcomes, parent opinion surveys, staff opinion surveys and OF COURSE student attitude to school surveys AND… endless 
opportunities for students at our school to experience learning and personal development in various contexts, genres and 
environments. What a journey, What a school, What a community. Thank you ,Thank you, Thank you. 
 

For the past two weeks students have engaged in our whole school swimming program at Bellarine Aquatic Centre. The 
program went very smoothly and had as little impact as possible on our day to day school timetable. I would like to extend 
a huge thank you to Mr Brown for organising the program as well as to all of our students for their outstanding enthusi-
asm and behaviour when representing our school in the wider community. 
 

As you are aware, we are again hosting our Biggest Morning Tea (BMT) in 2018. The date set aside for this is Thursday 24th 
May between 10.00am and midday. Our 2017 BMT was so successful that it received top honours at the Borough of 
Queenscliffe’s Australia Day Ceremony and was awarded ‘Community Event of the Year’. We again ask all families to get 
behind this event, invite as many folks as you would like, bring some morning tea to share and dig deep to donate towards 
research, awareness and support for the Australian Cancer Council. Helene will be touching base with each family and 
helping coordinate the plates of food to share, ensuring a balanced sweet/savoury ratio. We would really love to raise our 
goal of $2000.00 for the Cancer Council so please spread the word. 
 

NAPLAN is fast approaching for years 3-5 students and will be conducted between the 15th and 17th May. Students will sit 
tests in reading, writing, language conventions and numeracy. Should you require more information about the tests, with-
drawal or exclusion please contact me directly at school to discuss further. We encourage students to participate in 
NAPLAN and recognise that this measure is just one of many forms of assessment that is used by teachers to determine 
student learning outcomes. 
 

Last week we had both 4 year old groups from Queenscliff Kindergarten attend sessions at our school. It was wonderful to 
chat with families who have already enrolled at our school for 2019 as well as those prospective families who may join us 
in the future, and see such a great group of kids in action with Mrs Fitzgerald. Lonsdale House Kinder will be attending a 
session later in the term also. We are very pleased to welcome new and prospective families into our QPS family to see 
our programs, meet our staff and get a good idea of what we are all about. Our transition program will begin later this 
term, but due to demand will be restricted only to children and families who are enrolled in prep at Queenscliff Primary 
School for 2019. If you are aware of anyone who has not yet enrolled and may be thinking of doing so, please advise them 
to call me directly at school to arrange a tour and grab some enrolment forms. 

 
Have a great week everyone. 
Richard Buckingham 
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Banking Changes 

Bank details: 

Queenscliff Primary School have recently changed our bank account from Commonwealth Bank to Queenscliff Bendigo Bank. The main reason behind 

this is supporting our local bank branch, who were very supportive of us last year through our grant from the Queenscliff, Point Lonsdale Community 

Enterprise (QPLCE). Our new bank details are: 

Account Name:  Queenscliff Primary School 

Account:  160709861 

BSB:   633-000 

Eftpos is now available 
 

We now have eftpos available at  the office. Thank you for your patience while we have been having this facility installed. 
 

School Office Hours are:  Monday, Thursday and Friday 8am to 4pm  

   Wednesday   8.30am to 4.30pm 

Coles Sport for Schools 2018 
 

Thank you very much to everyone for their amazing support  to our Coles Sport for Schools. With the help of so many we have been able to collect over 

12,000 coupons, and we are currently placing our sports equipment orders. 

Lost Property 

The lost property basket  is starting to overflow, please check with the Helene if you are missing any items.  

Lunch Orders 
 

Lunch orders will recommence this week Thursday 3rd May 2018. 

Belsize and Co, are providing lunch orders this year for our school.  

We have copies of the menu at the office if you need one. Please put your child’s name, class and order on an envelope with the        payment sealed 

inside. 

Lunch orders can be dropped off at the school any time before 9am on Thursday mornings (for Friday lunch order day). If your order is dropped off after 

that time at the school, we will supply an alternative lunch. To stream line lunch ordering, we request that all orders are dropped off at the school ra-

ther than Belsize.  

We have instructed Belsize not to directly accept lunch orders from QPS. 

Biggest Morning Tea  Thursday 24th May 10am - 12 noon 

We again ask all families to get behind this event, invite as many folks as you would like, bring some morning tea to share and dig deep to donate to-
wards research, awareness and support for the Australian Cancer Council. Helene will be touching base with each family and helping coordinate the 
plates of food to share, ensuring a balanced sweet/savoury ratio. We would really love to raise our goal of $2000.00 for the Cancer Council so please 
spread the word. 
 

Request from the Art Department 
 

With Term 2 underway, new ideas are springing from the Art Room.  
Outside the Art Room door each day, the school Magpie family and other birds delight us with their company and carolling. 
They mentioned one day, that they would love a drink and perhaps a splash in some fresh water, so we thought a birdbath, colourfully mosaiced by the 
children would be in order to keep our feathered friends happy. 
To do this, we need tiles and old pieces of ceramics; cups, saucers, plates etc, and this is where we need your help.  
Magpies especially, being a gregarious bunch, love colour, as we do, so the more colour the better. 
If you can assist by donating any old or spare tiles or china, that will greatly help in getting our idea underway.  
Of course, it doesn’t matter if they are broken or chipped because they are soon going to feel the crunch of the hammer anyway. 
 

All mosaic donations will be greatly appreciated and can be brought straight to the Art Room. 
 

Many thanks, 
Kate Parton. 
 

Invitation from the Market Committee 

The Queenscliff Market Committee would like to invite families to the last Sunday in May 2018 Queenscliff Market. This is the last market for this sea-

son, with the new season commencing Sept 2018. This will give families an opportunity to understand their role in participating on the next seasons 

roster . 



 
Grade P/1 
 
Congratulations to all of our grade Prep and one students on a fantastic two weeks swimming. Students were very organized and 
independent when getting changed and got quicker each day. They showed great improvement in confidence and swimming ability. 
Students should all be very proud of themselves for their behaviour and effort while swimming. 
In the classroom we are beginning science and inquiry again this week and looking forward to continuing on with our great literacy 
and numeracy.   
Please remind students to bring their take home reader bag to school every day as we use these for independent reading tasks and to 
take home important notes.  
Looking forward to a great term ahead filled with lots of fun 

 
Mrs Fitzgerald 

 

Grade 2/3 
 
Hello from grade 2/3, 
 
We have had a great start to term 2 with the swimming program. Students have really enjoyed their time at the pool and have 
been learning many new skills.  
We have also set up an incubator in the classroom. Students are in charge of turning the eggs twice a day, adding water to the bot-
tom of the incubator, weighing the eggs weekly and using a special light to look inside the eggs to observe any changes to the little 
chick, as it grows. Feel free to come and have a look! 
 

Ms. Petrie 
 
 

Grade 4-6 
 
 

I’d like to welcome everyone back to QPS for Term 2. As expected, we have hit the ground running with a strong start. The first two 
weeks back comprised of an 8-day intensive swimming program, an ANZAC presentation excursion, and the excitement of initial 
preparations for our whole-school musical production. 
 
All students whom participated in swimming have provided positive feedback and said they very much enjoyed the swimming pro-
gram. On Monday 23rd April, the Grade 4-6 students travelled to Point Lonsdale Primary School to hear a presentation about AN-
ZAC Day, held by the RSL. Students learned about life during war, as well as the importance of ANZAC Day and why we cele-
brate it. Initial preparations for The Wizard of Oz have been exciting, with students beginning to learn their songs, in addition to 
learning about visual processes such as how green screens work and the visual impact of stage positions. 
 
We have our first BIG Write for Term 2 this Thursday. During the first two weeks, we have focussed on providing evidence in text 
and using powerful language to create conviction. We have recently introduced Kung Fu Punctuation as a tool for identifying the 
use of punctuation in texts we read/write. Naturally, the use of Kung Fu Punctuation has transversed into our reading program, 
helping us read for emphasis in emotion, and for increased meaning. In reading, we are focussing on comprehension and our ability 
to create meaning from texts. We are currently studying Money and Financial Math; Including solving problems for percentage 
savings and change given when handing a cashier excess money. 
 
 

Cameron Brown. 
 







 


