Friday 5th February 2021
Dear families,

It has been so good to welcome our new and returning families to QPS for the new school year. From all
accounts, students have adjusted well, learning spaces are productive hubs of excitement and most
importantly our kids are thrilled to be back with their peers and teachers. Fingers crossed this year runs
smoothly and is more consistent than our last school year.
Our wonderful new preps have settled in beautifully. A reminder to all prep parents that each Wednesday
throughout February, our prep students do not come to school. This is to break up the week, ensure new
students are rested and also allows for prep teachers to schedule and complete mandatory prep
assessments.
On Wednesday you received communication from myself and Fiona Dawson the Principal of St Aloysius
Primary School regarding an incident that happened at each school. I would like to stress that we will be
vigilant in our school yard monitoring, enhancing supervision and keeping students safe at both primary
schools. Fiona and I contacted the local police, Queenscliff Kindergarten, Lonsdale House after school care
and kindergarten and Point Lonsdale Primary School notifying them of the incident and I can assure you
that all facilities are on high alert to any potential future risks. We have increased the number of staff on
yard duty and have had conversations with students about keeping safe when moving about the
community. We ask that you remain vigilant as parents, have conversations about stranger danger with
your children and stay alert. Children should be encouraged to ride or walk to and from school in groups.
Over the holidays, we received news that Belsize and Co (our lunch order providers) were closing
permanently. We would like to thank Gary, Maria and all the Belsize team who have kept us supplied with
warm, special lunches over the past 3 years. We are also thrilled to announce Yard 58 in Queenscliff as
our new lunch order suppliers. A copy of the menu is attached to this newsletter and families will be able
to order at the café or through the school prior to 1.00pm Wednesdays. Please note that the 1.00pm
deadline is crucial so that the café can have plenty of time prepare the required lunches for the Friday.
Lunch orders will begin from the 12th of February.
We remind families that our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal
information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy
Policy. For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents on the
DET website: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
Newsletters are published on our school website and SkoolBag app each fortnight. There are limited hard
copies available from the office.

School Office Hours
Monday - Friday 8:30 am to 4pm
Phone: 5258 1696

Friday 5th December 2020
By the end of this week, all teachers will have sent a welcome letter home to families outlining the
best way to initiate parent teacher contact, explain uses of school diary and outline the direction their
class will be taking during term 1. I encourage all families to make contact with their child/rens’
teachers as a first port of call for any queries, feedback or issues that may arise. Mr Brown will be
leading our year prep-3 sub-school and is available to sit in on any parent/teacher meetings, answer
sub-school questions and support students, staff and families when needed. Likewise, Miss Petrie is
leading our year 4-6 sub-school in the same manner. Please take some time to introduce yourselves to
our sub-school leaders when you have availability. Mrs Fitzgerald and myself are always available to
meet with parents and support students, staff and families when necessary. Over the coming weeks,
teachers will contact all new families across years 1-6 to have an Individual Learning Plan meeting
and Mrs Fitzgerald will be conducting School Support Group meetings with all eligible families.

I have attached our Queenscliff Primary School Enrolment Management Plan for 2021/22 for our families’ perusal. In short, for the foreseeable future, all future enrolments (those not been received by the
school prior to the end of 2020) must be from within our designated school zone or be siblings of students already enrolled. When the time comes that we have further availability, those outside of zone
but closest to the school wishing to enrol will be considered. Whilst we never like to turn prospective
enrolments away from our school, we are now mandated to follow our management plan to ensure
we remain within our school’s physical capacity. Of course all current student enrolments are not
affected by the new enrolment management plan.
I would like to welcome three new education support staff to Queenscliff Primary School. Cassie Anderson who will be working 2 days in our school library and 3 days in classrooms and Lily Foster
who will be working 2 days in the office and 3 days in classrooms. Georgie Garby will also be working in classrooms for 3 days a week initially during term 1.
On a final note, we received advice yesterday that in line with new COVID-19 restrictions, that all
adults entering our school building must wear a face mask covering their nose and mouth and use
hand sanitiser provided. Teaching staff are exempt from wearing masks whilst teaching but must
wear these at all other times when inside. We appreciate your co-operation and understanding
throughout this ever changing landscape and will keep you informed and up to date with any COVID19 requirements as they may arise.
Have a wonderful Term 1.
Richard Buckingham
Principal

Richard Buckingham (DET, Executive)
Melissa Fitzgerald (DET), Cameron Brown (DET)
Mark Lang, Naomi Grillinzoni, Rinsky Webb,
Chris Bramwell, Alex Giannuzi, Lisa Golightly
Heidi Volders-Boyd (Community Representative)

Friday 5th March : School Assembly 2.00pm
All welcome
Thursday 1st April : School Assembly 2.00pm
All welcome
Thursday 1st April : Last day of Term 1
Monday 19th April : Curriculum Day
Tuesday 20th April : Term 2 commences

School Hats :
Can families please ensure that their children have a school hat to wear in Term one.
Drink Bottles:
Please remember to send a named drink bottle with your child to school.
Bus Service :
McHarry’s bus service is operating as normal. Please find attached a copy of the bus
route and time table.
Medications :
Children with medication requirements will need to have their medications returned to
school for Term 1. If your child has an asthma plan, please check that your plan is up
to date as these plans need to be renewed each year. We have children with reactions
to the grass and mozzie bites, if your child needs any medication for these reactions
please see Helene in the office for the required paperwork.
Lost property:
We have started to get a little bit of lost property, so please make sure your child’s/rens
belongings are labelled.
Library Books :
We have library books that require covering with contact. If you would like to take
home a bag it would be greatly appreciated, please see Helene in the office.
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Queenscliff Primary School Enrolment Management Plan 2021/2022
School Context

Queenscliff Primary School is a small, regional, government school in Queenscliff, on the Bellarine Peninsula. Throughout recent years, our school has experienced considerable enrolment growth, and in 2021 has an enrolment of 158
students. We currently operate in seven classes (2x prep, 1x year 1, 2x 2/3, 1x 4/5 and 1x 5/6)/6) with dynamic and
fresh generalist, specialist and educational support staff. We have 1x full-time principal, 1x full-time learning specialist/assistant principal, 7 full-time generalist teachers, 2x .5 classroom teachers, 4 part-time classroom education support staff, 1 full-time and 1 part-time administration staff and 4 part-time specialist teachers. Our comprehensive
School Wide Positive Behaviours Support and Respectful Relationships programs underpin Queenscliff Primary
School’s values of Gratitude, Optimism, Empathy and Integrity. We strongly believe in providing a truly holistic approach to learning. Queenscliff Primary School is an outstanding place to learn; a family of learners where endless opportunities are present.
Policy Framework

The 2006 Education and Training Reform Act (ETRA) underpins the Department of Education and Training (DET) enrolment policy which can be found at: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/Pages/azindexe.aspx
The policy states that all eligible children and young people have the right to be admitted to their designated neighbourhood government school.
2021 School zone

The Queenscliff Primary School zone has been approved by the Minister for Education and ensures consistency with
DET policy and the ETRA legislation regarding closest school.
A student's designated neighbourhood school is generally the school that is nearest the student's permanent address
as determined by the school zone. The website https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au provides guidance on which
school zone a student's permanent residence is located within.
Fig x – 2021 School zone for Queenscliff Primary School.

Access your school zone at
https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au

Queenscliff Primary School Enrolment Management Plan 2021/2022
Priority Order of Placement

The potential future demand for enrolment places from within the local community indicates that Queenscliff
Primary School must manage enrolments carefully and in accordance with the Priority Placement Order in the
Enrolment Policy. A student’s permanent place of address determines eligibility for enrolment at Queenscliff
Primary School.
Where there are insufficient places at a school for all students who seek entry, students are enrolled according
to the Placement Policy's priority order of placement, which has five criteria.

In circumstances when a school may not be able to accept all applications due to existing or future capacity concerns, schools must manage enrolment applications in accordance with the following priority order of placement:
Students for whom the school is the designated neighbourhood school.
Students with a sibling at the same permanent address who are attending the school at the same time.
Where the Regional Director has restricted the enrolment, students who reside nearest the school.
Students seeking enrolment on specific curriculum grounds.

All other students in order of closeness of their home to the school
In exceptional circumstances, a student may be enrolled in a school based on compassionate grounds. This is an
overarching consideration and does not form part of the priority order of placement. Schools are permitted to
assess and make a determination for exceptional circumstances on a case-by-case basis.
Schools must ensure that all applicants eligible under a criterion have been offered a place before moving to
consideration of the next. All students for whom the school is the designated neighbourhood school are guaranteed enrolment.
If you have any questions regarding the Queenscliff Primary School Enrolment Management Plan, please contact
the school.

Richard Buckingham
Principal
Queenscliff Primary School

Thursday 17th September 2020
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Victorian Chief Health Officer message to schools and their communities
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back the Victorian school community in 2021.
Following an incredible effort by students, staff, teachers, parents and carers last year, Victorian
schools are well placed to safely commence the new school year. Schools will return to a largely
normal program of activities, including welcoming parents and other vital members of the school
community back into their grounds.
Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly adapted and successfully implemented
measures to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in school environments. By
embedding COVIDSafe principles in all its operations and reinforcing good behaviours throughout
2020, schools have created safe spaces, and are in a strong position to quickly respond to any
coronavirus (COVID-19) risks that may emerge.
Given the current very low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in the community, continued high rates of testing, wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and
safety measures in schools; those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel reassured
that they can safely return to working and learning on site.
While we have seen outbreaks emerge over the summer break, we have also witnessed our capacity to respond quickly to limit the impact of these outbreaks. Should community cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) increase again, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place, alongside
our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases – schools remain safe places for all staff and
students. I also continue to be reassured by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus
and are less likely to develop severe illness.
It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant – to stay home when unwell, get tested,

perform regular hand hygiene, wear a mask when required and maintain physical distancing
from others when practical. Schools should consider how they can continue to pursue strategies
that contribute to reduced transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).
Schools and parents continue to have an important role to promote and ensure testing when a
child or staff member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and then stay home. Getting tested and staying home until results are known, remains critical to limiting community transmission.
Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer

